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1-5-98 - in the days

18 will be stobes about Gov

Terry Branstad's legacy, What
did he do i the last 16 years that will
amioviand (o a hill of beans in ihe next 167
Untsl thes session of the Legislature is
over we won | know the Tull snewer, and
mt ol undil long after he leaves

One thing bs clear: He's bren one of
the best liberal governors this state has
ever had Huh? Liberal” | know, every-
one is there must have been
something in my New Year's Eve
cigar. Everyone knows Terry Branstad
isa

conservative.

Is he? Just imagine a whio
raises the sales tax iwice. Just imagine a
governor who increased spending every conservative, but be governs as a liber-
yeur be was in office. Just imagine-a al. That's because he un
governor wha increased the state pay- something about ws lowans: Many peo-

lowa was & pro- something i
.nmuhr state 16 years the trough, demanding and getting their
ago and it sull ks Just imagie 3 gover- pet deals and encouraging an actinist
nor who wanis 1o dpend more on government. All the corporate wellfare

that 1) ipcreases. double the
rate 'of inflation and 2) mare
than are taking in.
Supre sounds ke a
wiotdd do, doesnl 17

His minions Uy can gt away
with this for a couple stade
has & fa surplus be © off and
they have some holory five-year budget

Spending st rates above inflation
means there i3 8 tral increase in gov-
srmment activity. When the economy

tarms sour, the ahility to finance those
endeavors will - iy
salaries and programs will still be there

lowa was started during the Great
Depressaon | .

Spending more than you take in is
hardly a “traditional lowa value,” and in

before google

Edgar
warmned about it &t the tme, but they
were dismissed xs party p

This year, Bfanstad and his libaral
budget may run into trouble in the
Legislature. More than a few legialators
were arcund during the budgel crisis
e Repohicamain costrt of thephce
few Hepublicans in
really are conservatives and believe in

to leave i there so il can be used 1o

help finance tax cuts in 1809
Unfortunately, there are also s lot of

legislators like Branstad who want Lo

He' s one with some ababity in
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mumm'rwuchm Another reason Landby's departure

from the secretary of racr is im-
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